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Figure I.1. Income inequality in the United States, 1910-2010

i

o
S
=2

Ml o
iy

o
=

=1

y i

VA i

Share of top decile in national incame
4]
=

@
S
=

25%
1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

The top decile share in U.S. national income dropped from 45-50% in the 1910s-1920s to less than 35% in the 1950s (this is the fall documented by
Kuznets]; it then rose from less than 35% in the 19708 to 45-50% in the 2000e-2010s. Sources and series: see eapitatc.
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Figure 8.5. Income inequality in the United States, 1910-2010
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The top decile income share rose from less than 35% of total income in the 1970s to almost 50% in the 2000s-2010s.
Sources and sefies: see piketty pse.ens. fifcapital21c.
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Figure 6.5. The capital share in rich countries, 1975-2010
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Capital income absorbs between 15% and 25% of national income in rich countries in 1870, and between 25% and
30% in 2000-2010. Sources and series: see piketty pse.ens.fricapital21c
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The Greek government is calling for a radical new 'basic
income' welfare policy
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Switzerland's Proposal to Pay People for Being Alive
By ANNIE LOWRE™Y
Published: November 12, 2012 | K 828 Comments

This fall, a truck dumped eight million coins cutside the Parliament FACEBODK

building in Bern, one for every Swiss citizen. It was a publicity stunt W TWITTER
for advocates of an audacious social policy that just might become coneLEs
reality in the tiny, rich country. Along with the coins, activists
delivered 125,000 signatures — enough to trigger a Swiss public e
referendurmn, this time on providing a monthly income to every EMAIL
citizen, no strings attached. Every month, every Swiss person would SHARE
receive a check from the government, no matter how rich or poor, —_—
how hardworking or lazy, how old or young. Poverty would
disappear. Econornists, needless to say, are sharply divided on what SINGLE PAGE
would reappear in its place — and whether such a basic-income REFRINTS

scherne might have some appeal for other, less socialist countries too.

Enlarge This mage ' The proposal is, in part, the brainchild
of a German-born artist named Enno
Schmidt, a leader in the basic-income
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